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Fire ban restriction eases
THE total fire ban for Wairoa rural fire
district will be replaced by a restricted
fire season from tomorrow.
Permits will still be required for openair fires in all rural and urban areas
— this includes incinerators, hangi or
beach fires.
There is no cost attached to getting
a permit, although people should allow
three working days for processing.
Larger fires require a burn plan to
detail how the fire will be lit and managed

to ensure it does not get out of control.
Council officers can assist with a plan.
Principal Rural Fire Officer Don Scott
said a plan was necessary to reduce the
chances of a wildfire occurring.
“Although the ban has been lifted,
people need to be very vigilant,” he said.
“Permits will only be issued for areas
that are deemed low-risk.”
Despite the relaxed restrictions,
Wairoa Fire Service is also advising
people to keep to the rules.

On Saturday afternoon the service
was called to Wairoa Museum after a
nearby restaurant was illegally burning
its rubbish. Smoke had filtered into the
museum and activated the smoke alarms.
“It was good it was a false alarm, but
this fire should not have been lit in the
first place,” said Wairoa Fire Chief Grant
Duley.
Fire permits can be obtained at the
Council offices on Queen Street in
working hours from Monday to Friday.

RMA changes ‘flawed’

 Confectionary queen, Margot Dever is dedicated to
making chocolate truffles to die for.

Chocolate truffles
a taste of heaven
TUCKED away on Waihi Road’s
Pokopoko Station is a chocolate
lover’s dream.
In a conver ted shepherd’s
quarters Margot Dever has created
a cottage industry of decadent
proportions.
Mrs Dever has been passionate
about chocolate for decades and
enjoyed making chocolate truffles
as gifts for her friends with their
positive feedback encouraging her
to go commercial.
Three years ago she transformed
that interest into a business,
launching her luxurious chocolate
truffle enterprise.
Mrs Dever’s truffle range is not
your everyday garden variety.
She coats her original fillings
ranging from prune and port to
kahlua and coffee bean in 56
percent Callebaut fair trade Belgium
chocolate.
The truffle selection is limited
only to her imagination influenced
by current food fashions with the
range changing annually.
Mrs Dever has a very serious
chocolate philosophy underpinning
her business.
“You might eat only one of
my chocolates, so I want it to be
memorable.”

Mrs Dever, supported by her
husband Russell, has built up
a network of chocolatiers —
professional chocolate makers who
have provided invaluable knowledge
on her confectionary journey.
L a s t ye a r s h e a t t e n d e d a
ch o c o l a t e - m a k i n g c o u rs e i n
Christchurch and in August will
head to Wellington for more
chocolate workshops at the New
Zealand Chocolate Festival.
Over the past three years Mrs
Dever’s business has grown as her
market has expanded.
She has gone from dipping 70
truffles in a bowl to importing
a chocolate kettle warmer from
Belgium’s Chocolate World allowing
her to dip 500 truffles at a time.
A top-quality product produced in
pristine conditions has meant a big
investment with Mrs Dever’s kitchen
certified to commercial standards.
In May 2011 Mrs Dever completed
her NZQA 167, another quality
assurance essential.
Check out the luxurious chocolate
truffle display, featuring the popular
tequila and lime truffle, outside East
End Café this Saturday and treat
yourself for Easter weekend.

Business Feature

Luxurious selection of

Trufﬂes
Made with Callebaut
56% Belgian Chocolate
VARIETY OF FLAVOURS
Hand made by
Margot Dever
Poko Poko Station
Wairoa
Phone 837 3844
email
rmdever@farmside.co.nz

A SERIES of public meetings on
proposals for freshwater reform
and changes to the Resource
Management Act gave little
comfort to Ngati Pahauwera
chairman Toro Waaka.
He attended the Hastings
meeting last Tuesday and said the
documents appeared to have been
developed from the smash-andgrab mentality of exploit now for
commercial gain rather than focus
on local human needs or future
domestic needs.
He said the water document
lacked a strategic overview of
what water needs might be in
20-30 years with no reference to

significant matters like global
warming or rising population.
“I find it difficult to see how you
can plan for future water usage if
you don’t include such influencing
factors.
“Given there are numerous
rural communities in Wairoa and
Hawke’s Bay where domestic
water needs to be trucked to
houses in the summer, we need to
address the immediate needs of
local families before we pander to
the needs of overseas markets.”
He said the proposed changes
to the Resource Management Act
review had similar flaws.
“ We h a v e a d e g r a d e d

environment as it is with
increasing arsenic levels in
water, without making it easy for
powerful foreign companies to
exploit our natural resources and
give little financial benefit to the
communities they operate in.”
Hawke’s Bay Regional Council
chairman Fenton Wilson said
he would comment once all the
submissions had been processed,
and he had seen what had come
from the consultation.
Submissions to the Ministry
for the Environment on the fresh
water reforms and the RMA
changes close tomorrow.

Quick NEWS
THE death of a 60 year old woman at a
Karaka Street home last week is no longer
being treated as suspicious.
Isobel Matu Rarere was discovered dead
at her friend’s home at around 9am last
Tuesday.
A post mortem was carried out in
Wellington on Wednesday.
On Thursday Mr Lynch said the death
was no longer being treated as suspicious
and has been formally referred to the
coroner.
He said police are not
seeking anyone else in
relation to the death and
all inquiries have now
been completed.
ASSETS from Clyde
Lumber Co Ltd which
has been closed since
December last year have
been put up for tender by

the company’s receivers.
Sawmill equipment from the Carroll
Street mill can be viewed from 10-4pm
tomorrow and next Wednesday at the same
time.
The tender closes on April 4 at 4pm.

A vehicle stolen from a Jellicoe Avenue
driveway in the early hours of Monday
morning has since been recovered.
Police are still investigating the graffiti
attack on a vehicle in Apatu Street. The
incident occurred sometime on Sunday.

A WOMAN involved in a physical altercation
at a local petrol station has been charged
with disorder.
The woman and another were involved in
the incident on Saturday evening.

A MAN suffering cardiac problems at Mahia
was airlifted to Hawke’s Bay for further
treatment on Saturday.
The Lowe Corporation Rescue Helicopter
responded to the 70-year-old around 7pm.

Easter
Bargains

49Right
Dialysis Buy
misses .QDS6DFN
6SUD\HU
award
THE Wairoa Dialysis
Society Inc did not place
in the TrustPower National
Community Awards held
over the weekend.
The society joined 23
other voluntary groups
from around the country
that had been named
Supreme Winner at their
regional awards.
At the National awards,
held in Kerikeri, the
Dialysis Society gave an
eight-minute presentation
on what the group had
achieved.
TrustPower community
relations co-ordinator
Suzi Luff said the
Wairoa Dialysis Society
put together a fantastic
presentation.
“Establishing a dialysis
centre for local patients is
no small feat, and when
it’s done by volunteers
through advocacy and
fundraising in a small
place like Wairoa, it’s even
more significant.”
She said the society
received positive feedback
and was congratulated on
its resourcefulness and
the positive impact the
model had made in the
Wairoa community.
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